
For Food Security & 
Sustainable Agriculture

www.bluenumber.org

bluenumber foundation

ASEAN O�ce - Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

USA West Coast O�ce - Mountain View, CA , USA

USA East Coast O�ce - New York, NY, USA

HOW DOES IT BENEFIT THE VALUE CHAIN?

For Farmers and Agribusinesses

An estimated 2.5 billion people manage the 500 million 
smallholder farm households around the world, on whom 
80% of the world’s food supply depend. Most of these 
people live in rural areas, many in poverty. The United 
Nations’ Sustainable Development Goal 1 is to “End 
poverty in all its forms everywhere”, and agricultural 
growth has proven to be e�ective in many places in 
reducing rural poverty. 

Bluenumber provides an international platform for 
farmers and agribusinesses. Upon registering, they are 
immediately provided with a unique online identity that 
is accessible from all over the world. While once they 

operate in obscurity, they are now visible in the food and 
agriculture value chains. The newfound visibility opens 
up a host of new opportunities for them: they can now 
directly promote their businesses and sustainability 
practices to downstream players; they can make known to 
NGOs or government agencies their readiness for 
capacity-building, and subsequently obtain financial or 
technological assistance. 

Bluenumber also channels most of the money raised 
from selling reports back to the farmers or agribusinesses, 
and therefore adding an e�ortless revenue source for 
them. 

Consumers and governments alike are demanding for 
more sustainable practices. Yet, the food and agriculture 
value chains are complex and involve numerous players. 
Bluenumber collates actual data that could be used by 
interested parties to map and improve traceability of 
their supply chains.

Besides being under pressure to ensure that their supply 
chains are sustainable throughout, many businesses have 

voluntarily adopted more socially responsible practices. 
Companies can rely on big data from Bluenumber to 
control the sustainability level of their supply chains 
and they would have the option to engage only with those 
who share similar sustainability values. They can then, 
with confidence, communicate their sustainability 
commitment to customers, governments and certification 
bodies.  

For Buyers and Retailers

Agricultural output and productivity has proven to 
substantially contribute to the economic development of a 
country. The agriculture sector, a�er all, is the foundation 
that provides sustenance for the population, raw material 
for industralisation and the surplus become export 
commodities. 

Governments are able to utilise big data generated by 
Bluenumber to gain a comprehensive and accurate 
understanding of farmers in their countries. With this, 
they are able to plan initiatives and dra� policies based 
on empirical data that would e�ectively lead to 
agricultural growth and elevated sustainability standards.

For Countries

The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 
Bluenumber enfranchises the parts of the food and 
agriculture values chains – allowing individuals, 
companies and governments to all contribute in their own 

ways - to ultimately achieve long-term sustainable food 
security for the longevity of humanity and the planet 
we live in.
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Bluenumber is a UN-supported non-profit initiative. It is supported by the 
Bluenumber Foundation which operates on contributions from 
individuals, companies and governments. 

n 2015, the United Nations introduced the Sustainable 
Development Goals to address critical issues that are 

a�ecting humanity and the planet. Goal 2 is to “End 
hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and 
promote sustainable agriculture”.

By 2050, there will be 2 billion additional people in the 
world, making 9 billion in total who require su�cient food 
and nutrition. We have to begin immediately to build 
sustainable food and agriculture value chains that would be 
able to cater to this overwhelming demand without 
damaging the Earth. 

Long-term food security depends on more socially 
responsible practices and structured support for the 
billions of people who manage smallholder farms, and 
whose labour feed more than 80% of the world. 

A be�er understanding of the food and agriculture value 
chains, especially comprehensive up-to-date data on 
smallholder farmers, is important to achieve more 
sustainable practices and be�er collaborations between the 
players from every stage of these value chains. The 
Bluenumber initiative was therefore launched in 2015 to 
meet this need, with the purpose of :

Making global food and agriculture systems more 
sustainable.

Enabling farmers and agribusinesses to think and 
operate sustainably.

I

It is a global online database, which collates important 
information about smallholder farmers and agribusinesses. 
This information will be available to downstream players,
such as buyers, retailers, governments and NGOs. 

WHAT IS BLUENUMBER?

Farmers and agribusinesses register with the system to create a 
unique user profile. Registration is conducted online and is 
free for all.

HOW DOES IT WORK?

Evidencing Impact of Bluenumber :

1

Each profile will be distinguished with a unique number, 
hence the name “bluenumber”. 2

* varies from country to country

The profile will include : 
> Name; gender; location; email; products/services* (required)
> Voluntary details about the registrant’s business and activities. 
 eg. production capacity, trade and export capacity, sustainability 
 profiles, etc.  (optional)   

3

Registrants have complete control over his/her profile and the 
information it contains. The more information they include, 
the more a�ractive the profile is to downstream players.

4

When a downstream player – whether a company, government 
or NGO - requires information about the registrants, the 
Bluenumber system will generate a report. The company, 
government or NGO pays for the report.

5

Up to 90% of the fee collected for the report will be averaged 
out and paid to the registrants whose profiles appear on the 
report.

6

Digital economy by 
adoption of cashless 

practices, such as 
e-wallet.

Agribusinesses 
innovation enabled 

by technological 
support.

Zero child labour in 
supply chain by 

tracking children's 
a�endance at school.

Human rights in supply 
chain upheld by 

documentation of all 
workers, including 

migrant workers.

Partnerships between 
small producers and 
direct buyers, through 
elimination of low 
value-adding 
intermediaries. 


